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Postmodernism demystifies logo-phallo-Euro Theo-centrism and in
the process preserves the status quo because it leaves us without
direction. The postmodern artwork foregrounds the complexity of
our epoch, thereby remaining an elitist diversion for a leisure class

of overeducated white folks who “get the joke.”

- Working Question

Perhaps the questions surrounding “postmodern” boil down to this:
Does postmodern art pose interesting questions that demand your
response, or does it just ask you to smirk knowingly if you're part of
the crowd that is “in” on the joke? Is postmodernism, in other words,
a reactionary or progressive phenomenon? T'his question is the hot
one surrounding “postmodernism,” and one that you could take up
in class, using your examples and/or some of the ones we've men-
tioned here: Seinfeld, Unforgiven, Hard Rock Cafes, Warhol, Pynchon.

We provide a place to start with two paintings, which critic
Fredric Jameson has pointed to as representative of their epochs:
Vincent Van Gogh's Peasant Shoes (modernism) and Andy Warhol's
Diamond Dust Shoes (postmodernism) (figures 9.1 and 9.2, respec-
tively). Consider the differences between these two paintings for a

class discussion.

Poststructuralism

As a term, “poststgucturalism” presents much the same problem as
“postmodern™: Before you can get a handle on the “post-" part, you
need to know something about structuralism, which logically came
before poststructuralism. Structuralism is or was a cross-disciplinary
movement in the humanities and social sciences, having the great-
est impact on linguistics, ethnography, anthropology, and literary
criticism. Essentially, structuralism is interested in the study of
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