Book IX

Book VIII ended with the description of tyranny. Book X begins with a long and
brilliant description of the tyrannical person himself, notable for its psychological
realism and insight. When it is complete, Socrates is ready to respond to the
challenge Glaucon raised in Book 1.

His response consists of three complex arguments. The first appeals to the
foregoing description of the five cities and the five character types. It concludes
that a philosopher-king is the happiest and most just of people, a timocrat is
second in virtue and happiness, an oligarch third, a democrat fourth, and a tyrant
fifth, the most unjust and most wretched of all (580a~—0).

The second argument (580d-583b) appeals 10 the tripartition of the soul. In

it Socrates argues that a philosopher’s assessment of the relative pleasantness of

his life and those of money-lovers and honor-lovers is more reliable than their
assessments of the relative pleasantness of his life and theirs.

The third argument (5836~588a), described by Socrates as “the greatest and
most decisive of the overthrows, ™ is also the most complex. 1t uses the metaphysical
theory developed in Books V=VII, together with the psychological theory of Book
IV, 1o develop a complex theory of pleasure. It concludes that a philosopher’s
pleasures are truer and purer than those of a money-lover or honor-lover.

The book ends with a powerful image of what the soul of an unjust person is
like.

It remains, 1 said, to consider the tyrannical man himself, how he evolves
from a democrat, what he is like when he has come into being, and whether
he is wretched or blessedly happy.

Yes, he said, he is the one who is still missing.

And do you know what else I think is still missing?

What?

I don’t think we have adequately distinguished the kinds and numbers
of our desires, and, if that subject isn’t adequately deait with, our entire
investigation will be less clear.

Well, isn’t now as fine a time as any to discuss the matters

It certainly is. Consider, then, what I want to know about our desires.
It’s this: Some of our unnecessary pleasures and desires seem to me to be
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