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Introduction

CONVERTING ABUNDANCE
INTO SCARCITY

ater is the matrix of culture, the basis of life. In Arabic,

Urdu, and Hindustani it is called ab. bad raho is a greeting
for prosperity and abundance. The name India itself is derived
from the great river Indus, and India was called the land be-
yond the Indus.' Warer has been central to the material and
cultural well-being of societies all over the world. Unfortu-
nately, this precious resource is under threat. Although two-
thirds of our planet is water, we face an acute water shorrage.

The water crisis is the most pervasive, most severe, and most
invisible dimension of the ecological devastation of the earth. In
1998, 28 countries experienced water stress or scarcity.” This
number is expected to rise to 56 by 2025. Between 1990 and 2025
the number of people living in countries without adequate water
is projected to rise from 131 million to 817 million.” India is sup-
posed to fall into the water stress category long before 2025.4

A country is sajd to be facing a serious water crisis when
available water is lower than 1,000 cubic meters per person per
vear. Below this point, the health and economic development of a
nation are considerably hampered. When the annual water avail-
ability per person drops below 500 cubic meters, people’s sur-
vival is grievously compromised. In 1951, the average warter
availability in India was 3,450 cubic meters per person per year.
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